THE VISVA-BHAiiATi QUARTERLY
world was formerly roughly divided into those who tolerated
soldiers in peace time and cheered them in war time and
those who regarded them as brutal and licentious^ people
who had not even the brains to make fortunes out of war
as civilians did, and were too stupid to see that they were
being used as cannon fodder. All alike are to-day horrified
at the inhumanity and unreason of the kind of war the
bombing aeroplane has made possible.
The success of federations in removing the possibility
of war between states that once eyed each other with conti-
nual jealousy and suspicion, and had to maintain armies
in readiness to fight each other, and employ spies and secret
agents to check up on each other's plans, could not escape
the notice of thoughtful men. The United States of
America produced peace between a group of ill-assorted and
unfriendly states, and its success has attracted so many
adhesions from Spanish, French, and Mexican territories as
well as from new states that the original thirteen are now
multiplied by four. Canada and Australia have followed
the same path, and in Europe in the nineteenth century the
German Empire by federal process established a great area
of internal peace and prosperity where there had previously
been recurring wars. But as federal states grew in size wars
in which they were involved became more total and
terrible, and the war of 1914-1918 forced the world to
consider how to end war. The principle of sovereignty
still ruled so strongly that a World Government was not
thought of. Instead there emerged the impotent League of
Nations, When this became an obvious failure, confronted
with the aggressive policies in turn of Japan, Fascist Italy
and Nazi Germany, the road to World War II lay open.
The causes were already visible, namely the powerful arma-
ments at the disposal of separate hostile nations and the
absence of an over-riding federal authority with a force
incomparably superior to the forces allowed to member
states,^ and in sole command of the air.
A personal digression, to illustrate the growth of the
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